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Tokyo Notes

H &l » M~ 274
Performed in Japanese with Chinese and English surtitles
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Running time: approximately 1 hour and 40 minutes with no interval
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To make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and other members of the
audience, PLEASE switch off your alarm watches, MOBILE PHONES and PAGERS.

Eating and drinking, unauthorised photography and audio or video recording are forbidden
in the auditorium. Thank you for your co-operation.
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Production Team

Writer/Director
Oriza Hirata

Set Designer

Itaru Sugiyama

Lighting Designer
Tamotsu Iwaki

Assistant Lighting Designer
Aya Nishimoto

Assistant Director
Kunihiko Tano

Producer
Yoichiro Matsuo

Surtitles
Seinendan

English Translation
Cody Poulton

Chinese Translation
Yoko Tamura

Cast

The Akiyama Family
Shinya Akiyama (the eldest son)
Makoto Adachi

Tokiko (Shinya’s wife)
Satoko Abe

Yumi (the eldest daughter)
Hiroko Matsuda

Yuji (the second son)
Kenji Yamauchi

Yoshie (Yuji’s wife)

Takako Yamamura

Tkue (the second daughter)
Reina Kakudate

Shigeo (the third son)
Yohei Kobayashi
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Other Characters

Hirayama (curator)

FHB ¥  Yoko Hirata
=W EFFREN)  Mitsubashi (donor of paintings to the museum)
BEET  Minako Tsuji
NI 1 (BT Ono (lawyer)
BIEM  Shu Matsui
EHEH GG Z KN Saito Mitsuhashi’s friend)
AWiH A Yuji Iwasaki
AR KIEN)  Kushimoto (curator)
HEMAM  Kotaro Shiga
AFEEREHRZBN)  Kinoshita (man who does not like paintings)
KM%  Hiroshi Ota
Bing 7 (%% 2L +L)  Nosaka (woman who likes paintings)
HH®T  Tomoko Takahashi
1R (A2 B N)  Hashizume (man who is visiting his home town)
/MBkF Satoshi Kobayashi
FIHE (16 IR IEE) Teranishi (Hashizume’s fiancée)
AL T  Yukiko Kizaki
A HES (A Ishida (pilot)
AR Koji Ogawara
HHFH GHLK)  Suda (Ishida’s girlfriend)
BARRFT  Chikako Suzuki
A E A7 OKEEA)  Wakita (college student)
R Mizuho Nojima
KB (REBEE)  Mizukami (college student)
FHilj4 ¥  Makiko Aoyama
W Acknowledgement ®
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Supported by the Agency for Cultural Affairs of Japan (&
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Meet-the-Artist (Post-Performance)

You are welcome to stay behind to meet with the artist after the performance

HEH T © FA A Cover photograph © Tsukasa Aoki
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Story Setting

War breaks out in Europe and collections of paintings are evacuated to Japan from the
warring regions. The play takes place in an art museum in Tokyo, 2014. Brothers and
sisters and their spouses gather to meet the eldest sister, Yumi, of the family who is interested
in fine art. Yumi is visiting Tokyo on vacation.

However, their reunion only reveals how far apart they are.

Depicting the gradual dissolution of family, this piece pays homage to Ozu Yasujiro’s
Tokyo Story.
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Oriza Hirata on Tokyo Notes

As its title implies, I got the idea for 7okyo
Notes from Tokyo Monogatari (Tokyo Story),
a masterpiece by Yasujiro Ozu, one of
Japan’s greatest film directors. The film is
about an old couple who visit their grown
children living in Tokyo. In my Zokyo Notes,
however, brothers and sisters living
separately in Tokyo gather in the lobby of
an art museum when their art-loving eldest
sister comes to visit Tokyo from their
hometown.

Of course, each one of them has their own
life and concerns, but their common
interest is who is to take care of their
parents. A great war being waged far away
in Europe is also mentioned as a
background to the story. Nevertheless, the
people gathering in this lobby seem
unaffected by this global event, talking only
of their own problems and lives.

Theatre may be a device to depict the

vibrations of people’s minds. If so, then
one could describe this piece as an attempt
to detect the minutest of such vibrations.
I would like to present to the audience what
vibrates quietly in both the double chaos
of the enormous conflict between nations,
and that within a family, the smallest unit
of people.
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Contemporary Colloquial Theatre

Oriza Hirata’s Contemporary Colloquial
Theatre theory has drawn a great deal of
attention since the 1990, and has had a
significant influence on Japanese theatre,
as well as literature, linguistic study and
language education.

Life is not a continuous string of significant
events such as love affairs and murders. The
main content of life is filled with quiet and
uneventful moments. Hirata often uses such
quiet moments for his theatrical works. Our
existence itself is already dramatic and
amazing. In nature, life contains complicated
and fertile aspects. Life can be entertaining,
graceful, funny and stupid at any moment.
The Seinendan Theater Company
deconstructs and then reconstructs these
complicated elements and tries to present the
quiet moments of life directly on stage.

“Multiple conversations progress
simultaneously”, “lines are spoken so softly
at times that they are hardly heard”, “actors
sometimes speak with their backs to the
audience”. In the early days, these obvious
characteristics of Seinendan’s performances
were often pointed out. However, these
are outcomes of the highly elaborate
strategy used in achieving their objective.

Seinendan’s strategy is to critically
reconsider existing theatrical theories and
to reconstruct delicate and dramatic space
on stage. They believe that they can create
such a space by basing theatre on the real
lives that Japanese people live, while at the
same time creating a new theatrical
language which is a unified form of both
written and spoken language.

BT | The Theory
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Seinendan (Young People’s Group) is a theatre
company formed by Oriza Hirata in Tokyo in
1983. The company has been pursuing a new
theatrical style through the practice of Hirata’s
Contemporary Colloquial Theatre theory.

Seinendan’s goals include establishing a new form
of expression that can alter the framework of theatre
itself, based on a unique combination of theatrical
theory and practice.

Hirata claims that modern theatre in Japan,
which started out by importing Western modern
theatre, has lead to playwriting governed by
Western logic. Thus, he believes, writing styles
and logical structures irrelevant to the Japanese
language have been routinely practiced, and in
trying to give those irrelevant styles reality the
actors have been forced into distorted acting
styles. This is at the heart of Hiratas criticism of
the conventional Japanese theatre.

What makes Seinendan quite different from
other theatre companies of their generation is
that they have always kept their theory and
practice open to society through workshops and
through Hirata’s books.

The direction towards a completely new type of
theatre that Hirata and Seinendan have taken so
far has been slow but steady, based on their new
theatre theory and practice. They believe that
when Contemporary Colloquial Theatre is
complete, it should mark the birth of a truly
modern theatre that reflects the intricate
mentality of contemporary society in Japan.

Seinendan is also involved in the management
of Komaba Agora Theatre, where Hirata is the
artistic director.
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Oriza Hirata
Writer/Director

Playwright, director, founder of Seinendan
and artistic director of Komaba Agora
Theatre, Oriza Hirata was born in Tokyo
in 1962 and graduated from the
Humanities Division, College of Liberal
Arts, International Christian University.

Oriza Hirata is one of the key figures of
the contemporary theatre scene in Japan.
Hirata formed the Seinendan Theater
Company while still at college and has since
developed Contemporary Colloquial
Theatre theory in his activities in the theatre
world. His theatrical practice and books,
such as For Contemporary Colloquial
Theatre, have had a profound impact on
the current theatre scene in Japan.

In 1995, Hirata won the 39th Kishida
Kunio Drama Award for Tokyo Notes. In
1998, he received the 5th Yomiuri Theater
Award as Outstanding Director for his
production of Cape of Moon, a play written
by Masataka Matsuda. He wrote and
directed Attacking Ueno Zoo for the Fourth
Time in 2002 and again won the Yomiuri
Theater Award for Outstanding
Production. In the same year he won the
AICT (Association Internationale des
Critiques des Theatre) Critics Award for his
book Arts as the Basis of a Nation. He is
also active in collaborating with overseas
artists in France, Korea and Australia,
through joint projects and workshops.

Hirata has been teaching at Obirin
University as an Associate Professor since
April 2000.
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Makoto Adachi Shinya Akiyama
Joined Seinendan: 1986

Productions for Seinendan: Citizens of
Seoul, From S Platean and Tokyo Notes.
Other credits: (theatre) Whither Batavia?
Lecturer at Obirin University.

Satoko Abe Tokiko

Joined Seinendan: 1992

Productions for Seinendan: 7okyo Notes and
Citizens of Seoul.

Other credits: (theatre) Nous, les héros;
(film) Zokyo Yakyoku.

Hiroko Matsuda Yum:

Joined Seinendan: 1984

Productions for Seinendan: Confession of a
Feeble Mind and Tokyo Notes.

Other credits: (theatre) A Cry from the City
of Virgins and Nous, les héros.

Translation work: Eclipse (2002) and
Whither Batavia? (2003) by Barry Hall into
Japanese; The Yalta Conference by Oriza
Hirata into English (2003).
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Kenji Yamauchi vy

Joined Seinendan: 1984

Productions for Seinendan: Confession of a
Feeble Mind, Tokyo Notes and Citizens of Seoul.
Other credits: (theatre) Nous, les héros and
Nenemus; (ilm) Tokyo Yakyoku.

Lecturer at Obirin University.

Takako Yamamura Yoshie

Joined Seinendan: 1990

Productions for Seinendan: Citizens of Seoul
and Tokyo Notes.

Other credits: (theatre) Cape of Moon;
(film) Tokyo Yakyokn.

Reina Kakudate 7ue

Joined Seinendan: 1994

Productions for Seinendan: From S Plateau
and Tokyo Notes.

Other credit: (theatre) Nous, les héros.

Yohei Kobayashi Shigeo

Joined Seinendan: 1998

Productions for Seinendan: 7okyo Notes and
The Night Longer than the Sea.

Other credit: (theatre) Cape of Moon.
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Yoko Hirata Emiko Hirayama

Joined Seinendan: 1984

Productions for Seinendan: Confessions of
a Feeble Mind and Tokyo Notes.

Other credits: (theatre) Nous, les héros; Tokyo
Notes (the French production) and India
Song; (music) songwriter/performer with
the band Unangerpass.

Minako Tsuji Miyuki Mitsubashi
Joined Seinendan: 1994

Productions for Seinendan: 7okyo Notes and
Citizens of Seoul.

Other credits: Exposure Project *99: Tokyo/
Marseille “Nous Partirons Quand La
Direction Du Vent Sera Stabilisée”;
(theatre) Noeuds de Neige.

Shu Matsui Kunio Ono

Joined Seinendan: 1996

Productions for Seinendan: Tokyo Notes and
Citizens of Seoul.

Other credit: (theatre) Cape of Moon.

Yuji lwasaki Yoshio Saito
Joined Seinendan: 1997

Productions for Seinendan: 7he Scientific

Minded, Tokyo Notes and Kings of the Road.
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Kotaro Shiga Zeruo Kushimoto
Joined Seinendan: 1990

Productions for Seinendan: Tokyo Notes,
Citizens of Seoul and The Night Longer than
the Sea.

Other credits: (film) Affer Life

Lecturer at Toho-gakuen Junior College
and Obirin University.

Hiroshi Ota 7akashi Kinoshita

Joined Seinendan: 1998

Productions for Seinendan: Citizens of
Seoul, The Night Longer than the Sea, Kings
of the Road and Tokyo Notes.

Other credit: (theatre) Cape of Moon.

Tomoko Takahashi Haruko Nosaka
Joined Seinendan: 2003

Productions for Seinendan: Tokyo Notes,
The Scientific Minded 2002 and No More
Wind Blows.

Satoshi Kobayashi Mikio Hashizume
Joined Seinendan: 1996

Productions for Seinendan: 7okyo Notes,
Citigens of Seoul, The Night Longer than the
Sea and Kings of the Road.

Yukiko Kizaki Rika Teranishi

Joined Seinendan: 1996

Productions for Seinendan: Tokyo Notes,
Citizens of Seoul and The Night Longer than
the Sea.
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Koji Ogawara Eisuke Ishida

Joined Seinendan: 1995

Productions for Seinendan: Tokyo Notes,
The Scientific Minded, The Balkan Zoo and
Kings of the Road.

Chikako Suzuki Nzo Suda
Joined Seinendan: 2001
Production for Seinendan: 7okyo Notes.

Mizuho Nojima Yuriko Wakita
Joined Seinendan: 1998

Productions for Seinendan: Tokyo Notes
and The Scientific Minded.

Makiko Aoyama Fumiko Mizukami
Joined Seinendan: 2001

Productions for Seinendan: 7okyo Notes and
The Night Longer than the Sea.
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